President’s Message

Hi Everyone
I would like to welcome Raelene Hill and Frances Bagrowski (who were elected at our recent AGM) to our
State Management Board. These ladies have great skills which will enhance the work we do on behalf of PVA
members.
Further down in this Newsletter you will find my President’s report that was presented at the AGM. This was
held in the Memorial Hall at Torrens Parade Ground on 1st September,2021.
Angela Portakiewicz was also elected to be our National Board representative. Thank you, Angela, I know you
will find the work National Board undertake on behalf of members extremely interesting.
Our hard-working volunteer Liz Jones was also elected as our Honorary Secretary. We owe Liz a huge
THANK YOU for the work she does.
We are planning a lunch trip on the Dolphin River Cruises at Port Adelaide on the 24th November, 2021. See
article with details later in the newsletter. Hoping to catch up with you soon.
Chris
Your New P.V.A. SA Board Members 2021-2022: Elected at our AGM on 1/9/2021

Front Row L-R
Frances Bagrowski, Raelene Hill, Angela Portakiewicz.
Back Row L-R:
Linda Staszynski - Treasurer;
Liz Scarce – P.V.A. SA Patron
Chris Goodfellow - President
Sue Briscoe and Rosemary Pulford
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SAVE THE DATE

Dolphin River Cruise, Port Adelaide
Date:
Time:
Cost:

Wednesday 24th November, 2021
11.00am – 1.30pm
$32pp (Seniors rate)
Includes 2 course lunch and Cruise

And after the Cruise we are invited to the Port Adelaide
Veteran’s Shed for Afternoon Tea
Veterans’ Health Week (VHW) has recently been announced with the key focus on ‘Get Moving’ (physical activity). VHW 2021 will run from 16-24 October, supporting the
health and wellbeing of veterans and their families. To provide flexibility, events can also be held two weeks before and
two weeks after these dates
An ESO ‘Advocate’ hotline?
Did you know DVA has a dedicated Ex-Service Organisation
(ESO) Line for Advocates – 1300 363 475? Recognising the
ongoing need for Advocates to have direct access to DVA
delegates and case managers, this dedicated line enables Advocates to dial the six-digit extension number of their delegate to get connected.

For all other enquiries 1800 VETERAN (1800 838 372)
remains the primary point of entry for phone calls to DVA
from veterans and their families.
Veterans’ Health Week (VHW) has recently been announced with the key focus on ‘Get Moving’ (physical activity). VHW 2021 will run from 16-24 October, supporting the
health and wellbeing of veterans and their families. To provide flexibility, events can also be held two weeks before and
two weeks after these dates

You can choose to pay for your River Cruise by Direct Debit to Beyond Bank
Account Name: Partners of Veterans Association of Australia SA
Branch Inc
BSB: 325 185
Account Number: 03603892
Important Please quote your Surname and PT River Cruise as the
Reference
Or to pay by Cheque Post to the

Debbie is a P.V.A. SA Member who has kindly offered to
give a donation to P.V.A. SA for any paid work she receives as a result of seeing this notice.

Treasurer PVA SA
PO Box 62
Parkholme SA 5043

Contact Debbie for a free appraisal.
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RECENT PAST EVENTS
16 August 2021 Monatro Zoo Lunch was held at the
German Arms Hostel at Hahndorf before proceeding to the
Monarto Zoo. The day was voted a resounding success by
all who attended

P.V.A SA Featuring the Band of the 10th /27th Battalion and the Military
Wives Choir 12 September at St Peter’s Girls School, Stonyfell SA
Linda Staszynski was invited to the Australian Soldiers
Dardanelles Cenotaph Commemorative Service on
Sunday 5th September 2021. She laid a wreath, made
by Angela Portakiewicz, which you can see behind her
left leg.

The very talented Military Band and the Military Wives’ Choir performed
with perfection on the day. Feedback from some of the 300 guests who
attended was extremely supportive and they gave high praise to the Band
and the Choir

The Cenotaph is believed to be the first significant
memorial to those who lost their lives during the Gallipoli Campaign. It was originally placed in the Wattle
Grove, South Parklands in 1915.
It was financed by the Soldiers’ families and dedicated
by the Australian Governor General, Sir Ronald Munro Ferguson. It was relocated to kintore Ave and rededicated on 11th November 2018.
Clare Bus Trio Members—4-5th May 2021

Good on
display for
sale at the
Concert created by our
very talented
members of
P.V.A. SA
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President’s Report to AGM 1st September 2021
Welcome everyone it is great to see you all. A special welcome 
and congratulations to our Patron Liz Scarce AM.

There has been a change in location for our office. In April we
relocated from REPAT to Legacy House with the very welcome
help from Mark Matthews CEO. We have been made to feel
very welcome. When the time comes we will then be relocating 
to Torrens Parade Ground along with Legacy.

Linda Stazsynski – Treasurer
Angela Portaweikz – will be our National delegate, and
representative on the North Wellness Hub being set up
now
Chris Goodfellow – Consortium of ESO’s

In February I attended the Banka Ceremony and laid a wreath.
This along with the Dardanelles Ceremony (held in September
each year) commemorate women and families and it is a great
pleasure to attend on behalf of PVA.

I would like to acknowledge the great time and effort Cleo Field,
Margaret Ellul and Carmen Webster have given to our Board.
All three of these ladies have found they need to resign their
positions after many years of service to PVA. A big thank you
from all of us.

I also regularly attend other functions, Anzac Day, Remembrance Day, Coral/Balmoral to lay wreaths. This is something
that any member can do on behalf of PVA in the area that they
live. Angela has made some beautiful wreaths and we can get
one to you when you need one.

Once again I am thanking our volunteer Liz Jones, who undertakes all of our secretarial duties, an acts as membership officer.
She has a wealth of knowledge having worked in Government
positions in several areas during her working life which she
freely offers to PVA. Thank you Liz

In March I went to a Consortium meeting, where items of discussion are things that concern all of the seventeen ESO representatives. We in SA have been concerned for a long time that
tickets have been sold here re house lotteries, with the impression that this is for RSL SA. Unfortunately, this money goes out
of our State. Currently this forum is working on how Torrens
Parade Ground is being upgraded.

All of our Social Groups are meeting regularly, I think when we
could not meet it became obvious that we need the support and
friendship that these gatherings give us all. Thank you to those
who co-ordinate these groups, they are invaluable to our members.

I would also like to thank all of those members who have helped
out in any way this year. Especially Genny and Rosemary who
have made a mammoth effort to raise funds. Thank you ladies.

In April the Wellness Centre at the REPAT was officially
opened. Both Linda and I attended. We have made sure that all
This year Frances Bagrowski has been undertaking the ATDP
of PVA information is available at both Jamie Larcombe Centre
training that is necessary to act as a wellness officer offering
as well at the REPAT.
welfare services which come via 1300 number of by referral.
She has almost completed (one last interview to go). This is a
In May, Linda, Genny Bruce, Sue Briscoe and myself went to
vital part of what PVA do. Thank you Frances, it has been a
Clare to meet up with our members. The weather was kind
pleasure mentoring you through this process.
and the company was great.
Since I have received my award in the Queen’s Birthday Honours, this has focused a spotlight on PVA. I was asked to come
along to the RAAF regular lunch meeting and speak about PVA.
Sometimes we think that the work we do goes unnoticed, but
from the letters, phone calls and personal well-wishes, it seems
our work is more noticed than we think.
I would like to thank our Board members, who work together
as a great team to represent PVA on the following:


Cleo Field – DC Forum – Chris Goodfellow will represent PVA



Sue Briscoe – organises our BBQ fundraisers. (although
not at present due to restrictions) we are hoping this will
change in the new year



Rosemary Pulford – Opposition Veterans Forum

Activities for the last part of this year will be our Band Concert
on the 12th September at St Peter’s Girls College. This is our
major fund raiser for this year so please support if you can.

We are also going to have a Dolphin Pt River Cruise for those
who would like to come along – details and costs are still being
worked out. This will be 24th November, 2021
Chris Goodfellow
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GROUPS

WHEN & WHERE CONTACT DETAILS

NORTH EASTERN GROUP
– MODBURY

Coffee and chat meet on the 2nd
Thursday of each month at 10am. The
Salvation Army, Tea Tree Gully, Oasis
Café, corner of Reservoir and Montague Roads, Modbury.

Ann Stanton: 0415 052 041

Coffee and chat meet on the 2nd
Thursday of each month at 10.30am.
The home of Margaret Cooper, 19
Nigel Lane, Hackham.

Margaret Cooper: 8326 8577
Margaret Ellul-Jacobs: 0439 142 221

SOUTHERN SUBURBS
GROUP - REYNELLA

RIVERLAND GROUP
CLARE GROUP
SOUTHERN FLEURIEU
GROUP

HEALTH AND HARMONY

Meet on the 2nd Tuesday of February,
April, June, August, October, December at 10.30am. Alba Café, Berri (on
the riverfront)
Various times and venues for either
coffee/chat or lunch
Various times and venues

Meets 4th Thursday of each month at
Legacy House, Franklin Street, Adelaide

Marianne Smith 08 8586 6870
Wendy Lane: 0417 823 558
Sharon Cadman 0408 137 343 OR
Kathie Verco: 8552 2901

A.M Howell: 8262 3974

P.V.A. Support Line—1300 553 835
Your nationwide link to support,
friendship, information and understanding
Call us (*Local call cost only from landline)\

www.facebook.com/partnersofveteransaus

A Nationwide support network for partners of past and present
members of the Australian Defence Force (ADF) and their allies.
P.V.A. believes it is imperative that no partner should ever feel
deserted, defeated or most of all, totally isolated and/or alone.
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